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Intellectual disability and space: Critical narratives of exclusion.





The language of intellectual disability is rife with spatial terms. Students labelled with intellectual disability are “placed in” special education where they may be “self-contained,” “segregated,” “excluded,” or “included.” Conversations ensue about where to seat them, next to whom, and at what distance from the teacher and the students. Critical spatial studies and critical narratives are used to illustrate the ways in which power and exclusion constitute intellectual disability.








(Refreshments will be served following the seminar)











Please RSVP by 21st May to Marina James � HYPERLINK "mailto:m.james@auckland.ac.nz" �m.james@auckland.ac.nz�








Susan L. Gabel earned her doctorate in Curriculum, Teaching, and Educational Policy & Social Analysis from Michigan State University in 1997. She is known internationally for her work in Disability Studies in Education. Susan’s areas of research include: global issues in disability studies, intellectual and developmental disability, and access and equity in postsecondary education. She is the co-editor of a book series with Peter Lang Publishers. Her articles have appeared in numerous peer reviewed journals and she has edited several books. Her current research focuses on access and equity to higher education for disabled students in the US and Flanders, the Flemish speaking part of Belgium. With colleagues in Flanders, she is completing an action research study that explores the meaning of accessibility for people with intellectual disability, particularly as it applies to higher education, community inclusion, and political life. Her most recent article, “Discourse and the containment of disability in postsecondary education” (in review), illustrates the ways in which institutional culture attenuates the impact of disability on policy and practice. In addition to her scholarly activities, Susan has taught courses in disability studies, contemporary curriculum theory, inclusive education, global issues in education, and critical policy analysis. 
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